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19 November 2008
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE N.R.C. A.G.M. 2008

This has been a fairly quiet year from the point of view of our region’s umpires.

We began the 2006 regatta season, my first as NRUC Chairman, with only 22 licensed umpires and genuine fears that we may run into problems in adequately umpiring every local regatta. Fortunately, thanks to the efforts initially of Ken Hastie, and latterly myself, our complement has been increased now up to a slightly healthier 30. My thanks to all our umpires for their sterling work again this season.

The one blot on the copybook this season was the unfortunate cancellation of Talkin Tarn Regatta due to the (at the time) deteriorating water conditions caused by high winds. The Race Committee (of which I was Chairman) initially suspended racing whilst we rigorously assessed the conditions over a one hour period and then proposed  to continue racing on a much shorter but sheltered course whilst continuing to monitor the prevailing conditions (with absolutely no pressure or influence put upon us by TTARC to do so, an accusation which was levelled at us by more than one individual). Disappointingly, representatives of a few local clubs, whose crews had been sent out to race in the deteriorating conditions before racing was suspended, then threatened to pull out all their crews if we attempted to continue with the regatta, so we felt that we then had little alternative but to cancel the whole regatta at that point, as the remaining clubs who were happy to continue racing would very likely have had no opposition. It is relevant to note that only one of these individuals is either a qualified umpire and/or an event organiser, so had never been in this invidious and responsible position themselves.

As the Regional Umpires Commission Chairman, and thus the primary upholder of the Rules of Racing in the region, it does concern me that if individuals are going to take this kind of action in the future to oppose the considered decision of an experienced Race Committee, properly constituted under the Rules of Racing, it does beg the question why we need bother having a Race Committee, if their decision is going to be ignored if it doesn’t happen to suit certain individuals? I will be asking the National Umpires Commission to debate this issue at our annual meeting next January.

(incidentally, the wind did subside by around 3.00pm, unfortunately long after everyone had left, and the whole of the tarn was completely rowable again for the rest of the day…….).

I did not run an “open” umpires training course this year, as my main aim was to try to complete the qualification for the 9 candidates who had attended training courses but who still hadn’t taken their final exam – we had limited success in this respect, as at the time of writing, we have 3 newly-qualified umpires this season:

John Mulholland (Tyne RC)

David Oliver (Chester-le-Street ARC)

George Doody (Hexham RC)

Congratulations to all of them – they have all already officiated at several of our local regattas this season.

Furthermore, two former umpires will be rejoining the list after several years absence:

Clyde Burgess (Durham ARC)

Jim Dulling (Durham ARC)

There are still a further 8 trainees who have yet to take their final exams, for a variety of reasons. It is hoped that they will all qualify before the start of next season. These include two from Talkin Tarn for whom I ran a course over at the Tarn on a couple of evenings in May.

Our complement of umpires for next season is 30; by Club, they will be distributed as follows: Berwick (1), Cambois (1), Chester-le-St (1), Durham (15), Hexham (2), Ponteland HS (1), QEHS (1), Tees (4), Tyne (2), Tynemouth (1) and Yarm School (1).

We will have “lost” two umpires by the end of this season, as Norman Howitt (Cambois ARC) has reached the statutory umpire’s retirement age and James Lamb (no current affiliation; formerly of St John’s College BC) has left the region. Few of us will not know Norman, who has been umpiring continuously in this region since 1966 (a year I was toddling around, aged 3!) – according to Barry Hudson (Durham ARC) “I recall Norman starting our fours race at Blyth Regatta on the day that England won the World Cup”. Norman is only one of two current multi-lane qualified umpires in the region and many of you will also have seen him over recent years at the National Championships Regatta performing Control Commission duties on the boating stages. I would like to publicly thank him for his years of service to our region as an umpire and as a long–standing member of the Regional Umpires Commission – we all wish you well in your enforced umpiring retirement, Norman, but trust that we will still see you at local events in a non-umpiring capacity?

Many of you will also know James as the Durham Regatta Secretary for the past 2 years, but he has also served the region in a variety of other capacities over the past 5 years, including a former DCR Regatta Secretary, timekeeper/results processor for all the head races on the Tyne (except the LDS), and originally as a competitor for Ponteland High School RC. Since graduating from Durham this summer, he has moved on to a job in Manchester and I very much hope that our region’s loss will be the north-west region’s gain in the years to come as both as an umpire and event organiser.

As I have already said, we will continue to look for further recruits to our team of umpires for next season, as the more we have, the less each of us has to do! (. We intend to run a course for the Durham Colleges before the start of next regatta season (we were asked but didn’t have time to fit one in this year), which will, of course, also be open to any candidate from our region. Tyne United have already expressed an interest in umpire training for some of their members. Details of any courses will be circulated through the nerowing e-mail usergroup. We will also continue to target those clubs who are currently under-represented on our list, but who run at least one open event – these include Berwick (1), Cambois (1), Chester-le-Street (1), Tyne (2) and City of Sunderland (0), but we will always welcome potential trainees from ANY club. Please get in touch with me if you are interested or know of anyone who might be?

We ran two Regional Umpire’s Seminars this year on 1st May and 28th September, both at Durham ARC, which were both well attended, at which various issues affecting umpires and the application of the Rules of Racing were discussed. The intention is that the Seminars will become biannual events, with one to be held each April prior to the start of the regatta season and one in September/October at the end of it. Attendance at a minimum of one seminar within the three year period is currently one of the guidelines for the renewal of an umpire’s licence.

Please note that although they are titled as Umpires Seminars, they are open to anyone with an interest in the Rules of Racing and their application to attend.

An advance date for your diaries is Thursday 16th April 2009, for the spring Regional Umpires Seminar, to be held at Tynemouth RC at 7.30pm. Thanks to John Lambert for organising this venue. The autumn seminar will be held on Sunday 27th September 2009 at 10.00am, venue to be decided at the spring meeting.

Peter

Peter Hoare

[NRUC Chairman]
